YKSD Domain 2 Indicators: The Classroom Environment


	Component
	Unsatisfactory
	Basic
	Proficient
	Exemplary

	2a: Creating an environment of respect and rapport


	Classroom interactions, both between the teacher and students and among students, are negative, inappropriate, or insensitive to students’ cultural backgrounds, and characterized by sarcasm, put-downs, or conflict.
	Classroom interactions, both between the teacher and students and among students, are generally appropriate and free from conflict but may be characterized by occasional displays of insensitivity or lack of responsiveness to cultural or developmental differences among students.


	Classroom interactions, between teacher and students and among students are polite and respectful, reflecting general warmth and caring, and are appropriate to the cultural and developmental differences among groups of students.
	Classroom interactions among the teacher and individual students are highly respectful, reflecting genuine warmth and caring and sensitivity to students’ cultures and levels of development.  Students themselves ensure high levels of civility among members of the class.

	Indicators
	· Teacher uses disrespectful talk towards students.

· Student body language indicates feelings of hurt or insecurity.

· Disrespectful talk or body language (e/g. rolling eyes) among students.

· Teacher displays no familiarity with individual students’ interests or personalities.
	·  There is an absence of disrespectful talk either between teacher and students, or among students.

· Teacher attempts to make connections with individual students, but student reactions indicate that the efforts are not fully successful.


	· There is respectful talk between teacher and students and among students.

· Teachers make connections with individual students by, for example, greeting them by name as they enter the class.

· During the lesson, the teacher offers encouragement to students as they struggle with complex learning.


	In addition to the characteristics of “proficient,” 

· Teachers inquire about students’ lives beyond school, demonstrating knowledge and caring.

· The teacher’s response to a student’s incorrect response respects the student’s dignity.

· When necessary, students correct one another in their behavior towards classmates.

	2c: Managing classroom procedures


	Classroom routines and procedures, for transitions, handling of supplies, and performance of non-instructional duties, are either nonexistent or inefficient, resulting in the loss of much instructional time.
	Classroom routines and procedures, for transitions, handling of supplies, and performance of non-instructional duties, have been established but function unevenly or inconsistently, with some loss of instructional time.


	Classroom routines and procedures, for transitions, handling of supplies, and performance of non-instructional duties, have been established and function smoothly, with little loss of instructional time.
	Classroom routines and procedures, for transitions, handling of supplies, and performance of non-instructional duties, are seamless in their operation, with students assuming considerable responsibility for their smooth functioning.

	Indicators
	· Transitions between small and large group activities are chaotic.

· Procedures are confused or chaotic; for example, students bump into one another getting materials or sharpening pencils.

· Volunteers and paraprofessionals are not deployed productively.

· Students are unaware of what to do, where to move, and when to move.

· Non- instructional duties, such as taking attendance, take much time.

	·  Transitions between large and small group activities are established, but are executed unevenly. 

· It appears that the teacher has attempted to establish procedures for distribution and collection of materials, but students are not quite sure what they are to do.


	· Students move smoothly between large and small group activities.

· Teacher establishes time-saving procedures for non-instructional activities.

· Teacher distributes and collects materials and supplies efficiently.

· Teacher reviews responsibilities of volunteers and paraprofessionals with those individuals; provides feedback to them.


	In addition to the characteristics of “proficient,” 

· Students ensure that transitions are accomplished smoothly.

· Students make efficient use of procedures such as attendance boards.

· Teacher invites paraprofessionals and volunteers to reflect on how their contributions to the classroom can be enhanced.




	2d: Managing student behavior


	There is no evidence that standards of conduct have been established, and little or no teacher monitoring of student behavior. Response to student misbehavior is repressive, or disrespectful of student dignity. 
	It appears that the teacher has made an effort to establish standards of conduct for students, tries to monitor student behavior and respond to student misbehavior, but these efforts are not always successful.
	Standards of conduct appear to be clear to students, and the teacher monitors student behavior against those standards. Teacher response to student misbehavior is appropriate and respectful to students.
	Standards of conduct are clear, with evidence of student participation in setting them.  Teacher’s monitoring of student behavior is subtle and preventive, and teacher’s response to student misbehavior is sensitive to individual student needs. Students take an active role in monitoring the standards of behavior.



	Indicators
	· The classroom environment is chaotic, with no apparent standards of conduct.

· The teacher does not monitor student behavior.

· Some students violate classroom rules, without apparent teacher awareness.

· When the teacher notices student misbehavior, s/he appears helpless to do anything about it.

	·  Teacher attempts to maintain order in the classroom but with uneven success.

· Teacher nor students refer to the standards of conduct.

· Teacher attempts to keep track of student behavior, but with no apparent system.

· The teacher’s response to student misbehavior is inconsistent: sometimes very harsh; other times lenient.


	· Students can describe the standards of conduct, and follow them 

· Teacher continually monitors student behavior. 

· Upon a signal from the teacher, students correct their behavior.

· Teacher speaks to a student privately about infringements of standards of conduct.


	In addition to the characteristics of “proficient,” 

· Students can explain the reasons for the different standards of conduct and how they reflect students’ own priorities.

· Students monitor and correct their own behavior without teacher intervention.

· Students respectfully intervene as appropriate with classmates to ensure compliance with standards of conduct.
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